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From the Principal  
________________________________________________________________ 
  
This handbook has been prepared to provide important information about the educational 

philosophy and courses of study offered for students in the Senior Schooling years at 

Carmel College. 

 

In the rapidly changing world of the 21st Century, young people need to be prepared for 

success by building confidence, creativity, independence, self-direction, ethics, spirituality, 

and emotional intelligence. For our world to survive and thrive they will need to be 

responsible citizens and global contributors ready to act for a just and caring society. 

 

This is what the education of the young women and men of Carmel College is about, 

supported by a priority on a safe and secure environment with high expectations, and a 

Catholic ethos which allows for student growth in faith, strong values and a sense of service 

to others. 

 

Senior students at Carmel College are encouraged to both develop their abilities in the 

areas of school life and studies in which they excel, as well as aiming for improvement in 

areas of challenge. Development of a growth mindset, grit, collaboration, and 

communication skills are key ingredients for learning at Carmel College and for providing 

the keys to success for our 21st Century learners. 
   
   

 

Mr Stephen Adair 
Principal 
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Mission Statement  
________________________________________________________________  
  
OUR SHARED VISION  
  
The vision of Carmel College is that the motto of “Let Your Light Shine” may be a reality for all. 

 
Our Core Values are based on: 
 
FAITH  Belief in Christ and our Catholic Traditions 
 
HOPE  Justice, integrity, trust, honesty 
 
LOVE  Care, respect, responsibility, forgiveness 
 
LEARNING Through determination, enthusiasm, creativity 
  
OUR SHARED MISSION 
  
"We commit ourselves to being a learning community within the Catholic tradition, where each 
of us grow to a personal fullness of faith and life." 
 
We aim to: 
 
Create a community of faith which encourages and rejoices in the knowledge of our loving God. 
 
Actively promote the Gospel Values which Christ lived and taught as examples for our lives. 
 
Recognise and respond to the needs of individuals by building a caring College community 
which is positive and supportive of students, staff, families, and the Catholic Church. 
 
Motivate all to assist in the creation of a learning environment where each person may attain 
individual potential - spiritually, academically, culturally, and physically. 
 
Encourage the development of personal growth in self-confidence, integrity, respect, and 
independence so that together we may welcome life's challenges by proclaiming  
 
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
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Senior Schooling Philosophy 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Carmel College models its Senior Schooling program around best practice and excellence 

in learning and teaching appropriate to students in the Senior years. Senior Schooling at 

Carmel College provides a supportive, inclusive, and transformational environment where 

students are supported in pursuing their individual Senior pathway and are empowered to 

grow holistically in the light of our Catholic faith and ethos. 

 

Senior Schooling at Carmel College offers a diverse educational program which 

incorporates a broad suite of General and Applied subjects and Vocational Education and 

Training courses approved by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority as 

part of the Queensland Certificate of Education system. The rich Senior curriculum offered 

by the College is delivered by specialist staff in contemporary classroom environments 

where the maximisation of student engagement in 21st Century learning experiences is 

prioritised. The College’s Senior Schooling program is flexible and responsive to students 

personalised Senior pathway, interests, and learning goals in order to support all students 

to achieve their future hopes and aspirations. 

 
The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) 
________________________________________________________________ 

The QCE is Queensland's senior secondary schooling qualification. It is internationally 

recognised and provides evidence of senior schooling achievements. The QCE allows students 

to choose from a wide range of learning options to suit their interests and career goals. To 

receive a QCE students must achieve the set amount of learning, at the set standard, in a set 

pattern, while meeting literacy and numeracy requirements. 

 

The QCE is awarded to students when they have met all the QCE requirements, either at the 

completion of Year 12, or after they have left school. Students who do not meet 

the QCE requirements at the end of Year 12 can continue to work towards their certificate — up 

to seven years after finishing Year 12.  

 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/eligibility-requirements
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificates-and-qualifications/qce/learning-options-requirements
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Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

From 2020, the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) replaced the Overall Position (OP) 

as the standard pathway to tertiary study for Queensland Year 12s. The ATAR is the primary 

mechanism used nationally for tertiary admissions and indicates a student’s position relative to 

other students.  

 

The ATAR for Queensland school leavers is calculated by QTAC and includes a number 

allocation between 0.00 and 99.95, with increments of 0.05. It is a system commonly used in 

other Australian States and Territories. QTAC calculates students ATARs based upon either: 

 

• a student's best 5 General subject results, or  

• a student's best results in a combination of 4 General subject results, plus 1 Applied 

subject result or a VET qualification at Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) 

Certificate III level or above.  

 

To be eligible for an ATAR, students must satisfactorily complete a QCAA English subject. While 

students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it will not be mandatory for 

a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR. 

 

  
Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
________________________________________________________________ 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) provides pathways for all young people, including 

those seeking further education and training and those seeking employment-specific skills. 

Carmel College offers Senior students a wide range of VET opportunities suited to their 

individual goals and Senior pathway. The VET options provided to students include both in-

school subjects at Carmel College as a Queensland school registered training organisation 

(RTO) as well as opportunities to study external courses at TAFE Queensland or to undertake 

school-based apprenticeships or traineeships. 
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Year 10 Compulsory Subjects 
________________________________________________________________ 

1. Religion: 

Religious Education prepares students for either Religion and Ethics (Applied Subject) or 

Studies of Religion (General Subject). Students must choose to study one of these subjects as 

religious education is a compulsory requirement of attendance at Carmel College. Students will 

learn about various ways in which humans understand the mystery of God or ‘Other’. Students 

will have the opportunity to examine the human experience of the created world and examine 

the valuable insights of the major world religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, and 

Buddhism), as reflected in their core beliefs and values. Students will also examine different 

representations of the core beliefs and practices of God and study the interaction of faith and 

social justice. 
 

2. English: 

English will lead to English (General) in Years 11 and 12 and is necessary for an ATAR and 

university pathways. In Year 10 English, students will explore and participate in literary and non-

literary genres associated with a variety of cultural and social contexts. These genres will be 

sequenced to provide range and balance in increasing complexity. Students will study novels, 

short stories, poetry, a variety of multi-media texts and Shakespearean drama (English only). 

Wide reading, spelling, grammar, punctuation, and language skill development will also be 

encouraged throughout the course.  

 

3. Essential English: 

Essential English will lead to Essential English (Applied) in Years 11 and 12. It does count 

towards an ATAR but is not an entry level subject for university. In Year 10 English, students 

will explore and participate in literary and non-literary genres associated with a variety of cultural 

and social contexts. These genres will be sequenced to provide range and balance in increasing 

complexity. Students will study novels, short stories, poetry, a variety of multi-media texts and 

Shakespearean drama (English only). Wide reading, spelling, grammar, punctuation, and 

language skill development will also be encouraged throughout the course.  
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4. Mathematical Methods: 

Mathematical Methods is a unique and powerful intellectual discipline that is used to investigate 

patterns, order, generality and uncertainty. It is a way of thinking in which problems are explored 

and solved through observation, reflection and logical reasoning. It uses a concise system of 

communication, with written, symbolic, spoken and visual components. Mathematics is creative, 

requires initiative, and promotes curiosity in an increasingly complex and data-driven world. It is 

the foundation of all quantitative disciplines. 

The major domains of Mathematical Methods 

are Algebra, functions, relations and their 

graphs and Statistics. The domain Statistics 

is used to describe and analyse phenomena 

involving uncertainty and variation. Algebra 

and Statistics are the basis for developing 

effective models of the world and solving 

complex and abstract mathematical 

problems. The ability to translate written, numerical, algebraic, symbolic and graphical information 

from one representation to another is a vital part of learning in Mathematical Methods. 
 

5. General Mathematics: 

General Mathematics is designed for students who want to extend their mathematical skills but 

whose future studies or employment pathways do not require calculus. It incorporates a practical 

approach that equips learners for their needs as future citizens. Students will learn to ask 

appropriate questions, map out pathways, reason about complex solutions, set up models and 

communicate in different forms. They will experience the relevance of mathematics to their daily 

lives, communities, and cultural backgrounds. They will develop the ability to understand, 

analyse and act regarding social issues in their world. When students gain skill and self-

assurance, when they understand the content and when they evaluate their success by using 

and transferring their knowledge, they develop a mathematical mindset. The major domains of 

General Mathematics are Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Probability 

and Statistics. Learning reinforces prior knowledge and further develops key mathematical 

ideas, including rates and percentages, concepts from financial mathematics, linear and non-

linear expressions, sequences, the use of trigonometry to find solutions to practical problems, 

the exploration of real-world phenomena in statistics and the use of models to solve authentic 

problems.  
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6. Essential Mathematics: 
 

Essential Mathematics is an integral part of a general education. It can enhance understanding 

of our world and the quality of our participation in a rapidly changing society. Essential 

Mathematics pervades so many aspects of daily life that a sound knowledge is vital for informed 

citizenship. Through enhanced understanding of mathematics, individuals can become better 

informed economically, socially and politically in an increasingly mathematically-oriented 

society. The major domains of Essential Mathematics are Number, Data, Location and time, 

Measurement and Finance. Students will learn to recognise definitions, rules and facts from 

everyday mathematics and data, and to calculate using appropriate mathematical processes. 

This is achieved through a greater emphasis on estimation, problem-solving and reasoning, 

which develops students into thinking citizens who interpret and use mathematics to make 

informed predictions and decisions about personal and financial priorities. 

 

Year 10 Elective Subjects 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Business: 
Students who study Business will have the opportunity to develop enterprising behaviours and 

capabilities that will equip them to face challenges in their lifetime. Through authentic learning 

opportunities, the economics and business curriculum fosters enterprising individuals who are 

able to effectively embrace change; seek innovation; work with others; show initiative, flexibility 

and leadership; use new technologies; plan, organise and manage risk; and use resources 

efficiently. Throughout the course the emphasis is on contemporary issues and events, and 

students will develop their understanding with reference to case studies, entrepreneurial 

programs and scenarios. They will develop their skills of explanation, analysis and evaluation. 

This knowledge and skill development will enable students to interpret and understand financial 

and economic data in a way that will empower them to become informed citizens and decision-

makers.   

 
2. Digital Media Technologies: 
Digital Media Technologies is designed to further develop and enhance various multimedia skills 

that students have started to acquire in their general curriculum program in Years 7-9. A 
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significant portion of Digital Media 

Technologies is focused on developing 

practical computer skills using a range of 

hardware and software. There is also a 

substantial theoretical component to the 

course. There are no specific courses of 

study in Years 7 to 9 that prepare students 

for studying Digital Media Technologies. 

Basic computer skills (e.g. saving and 

finding files, printing), and an interest in the use of technology for a range of end uses, such as 

creating images, video, and animation, would be beneficial. 

 

3. Civics and Citizenship: 
Civics and Citizenship (also known as Law and Government) provides students with an 

understanding of the role and operation of the law and government along with an understanding 

of various legal and political issues that affect Australians of all ages. Studying Civics and 

Citizenship will assist students to develop the ability to solve problems and make good decisions 

with regards to legal and political issues. Students will learn to produce high quality and 

persuasive communications. Civics and Citizenship builds students’ understanding of Australia’s 

political and legal systems both in a national and international context. Students examine how 

government is formed and how it shapes our legal system. Students examine Australia’s role and 

responsibilities within the international context, such as its involvement with the United Nations. 

Students investigate the features and principles of Australia’s court system, including its role in 

applying and interpreting Australian law. Students also investigate how youth are affected by our 

legal system. 

 
4. Design and Technologies: Design: 
Design focuses on the application of design thinking to envisage creative products, services and 

environments in response to human needs, wants and opportunities. Students will be exposed 

to the practical application of design thinking, drawing skills and prototyping skills required to 

develop creative ideas. They are encouraged to solve design problems by working through a 

design process, investigating and analysing ideas, resources and strategies, implementing plans 

and evaluating their solutions. Students will develop the design and problem-solving skills 

required in the senior Design subject.  
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5. Design and Technologies: Engineering and Materials: 
Design and Technologies: Engineering and Materials (Trades) is a course designed to meet the 

needs of students through the provision of experiences that can help guide future pathway 

planning within a trade area. This subject is a continuation of the Year 9 course, where each 

semester a new Trade area is focused on, giving students the opportunity to move in and out of 

the course if required. The focus trades may include: Building Construction, Furniture and 

Cabinet Making, Metal Engineering, Plumbing and Electrical. During the course students will 

develop a greater understanding of the training and skills required to undertake a career in each 

field. 

 
6. Design and Technologies: Engineering Principles and Systems: 
Design and Technologies: Engineering Principles and Systems (Graphics) is a course focusing 

on graphical communication using computer-aided drawing. Students build upon the skills they 

have developed in Year 9 and continue to learn about the efficiency and effectiveness of 

graphical communication and its impact on our technological society. Students are encouraged 

to be imaginative and creative through problem solving and designing, whether working 

individually or as part of a team. They develop real-life skills for visualising, investigating, 

analysing, synthesising and evaluating technical problems. Students will develop the design and 

problem-solving skills required in the senior Design subject.  

 
7. Design and Technologies: Food Specialisation: 
Food Specialisation is the study of food in the context of food science, nutrition and food 

technologies. In Year 10, students are introduced to the basics of the chemical and functional 

properties of nutrients to start them thinking of concepts and possibilities that could be used to 

create food solutions that maintain beneficial nutritive values. This knowledge is fundamental for 

continued development of a safe and sustainable food system that can produce high quality, 

nutritious food solutions for the future.  

 
8. Design and Technologies: Materials and Technologies: 
This course is a subject offered within the Technology area which has a practical focus and 

allows the student to learn through doing as they engage in a design process to plan, generate 

and produce fashion items.  It also encourages the student to make informed decisions as a 

consumer in the selection of textile products for everyday living.  This course will also provide a 

foundation for the study of Fashion in Years 11 and 12. 
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9. Hospitality: 
Hospitality in Year 10 provides an opportunity for those students considering a Certificate in 

Hospitality in Year 11 and 12, to develop foundation skills that will give them a solid foundation 

for success in senior.  The course covers both food preparation and customer service skills.  

 

10.  Athletic Development Program: 
The Athletic Development Program (ADP) commenced in 2017 and assists talented young 

sportspeople at the College to balance their sporting goals and academic studies. ADP is our 

response to ensuring students can develop their sporting talents, as well as succeed in their 

academic studies. Students selected as part of the program will be involved in practical sport 

specific curriculum, as well as studying various theoretical concepts that align with the Australian 

Curriculum for HPE, Senior Physical Education and Exercise Science career pathways. This 

program offers a range of additional mentoring and wellbeing support services with opportunities 

to access Physiotherapists, Dietitians, Sport Psychologists, and online wellness content that 

complement the program. Students who wish to apply for the program must satisfy specific 

sporting, academic, attitude and behavioral criteria. Participating students are reviewed every 

six months, based on performance against the criteria, to determine whether they remain in the 

Athletic Development Program for the following semester. 

 

11. Health Education: 
Health involves students building on knowledge and skills that they have developed through 

junior HPE. Health uses an inquiry approach informed by critical analysis of health information 

to propose sustainable changes that address identified health issues at personal, societal and 

community levels. A high level of interest in psychology, social justice and public health is 

advantageous for this subject. In addition, an ability to complete written tasks to a sound standard 

is required. If you are considering studying Health in Year 11 and 12, this subject is 

recommended. Health does not have a practical component. Throughout each unit, students will 

learn to recognise and describe key information related to the selected health issue. They will 

learn to use health frameworks and theories to propose action strategies that advocate for 

improved health. This subject will enhance students’ knowledge of current health issues in 

society, teach the value of positive peer influence and enable them to make educated decisions 

regarding their own health.  
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12. Physical Education: 
Physical Education involves students evaluating their performance and involvement in a variety 

of physical activities. Students will be involved in the practical performance of these activities as 

well as in studying various theoretical concepts associated with them. Physical Education is a 

subject which combines both physical and academic skills. A high level of interest, willingness 

to participate in practical activities and an ability to complete written tasks to a high standard is 

required for this subject. If you are considering studying PE in Year 11 and 12, this subject is 

recommended. 

 

13. Recreation and Fitness: 
Recreation and Fitness involves students 

participating in a variety of sports, 

recreational activities and associated 

theoretical content. This subject combines 

both physical and theoretical learning. A 

high level of interest, organisation and a 

willingness to participate in practical 

activities is required for this subject. If you 

are considering studying the Certificate III 

in Fitness (Sport & Recreation) in Year 11 and 12 or enjoy being active and outdoors, this subject 

is highly recommended. 

 
14. History: 
History offers students the ability to question and critically think about where their information is 

coming from. In a world surrounded by misinformation, this will become a valuable skill. History 

is a subject that opens doors to a variety of different pathways. It enables students to create, be 

critical and be open-minded. Students will be able to engage in both Ancient and Modern History 

in this subject where they will be able to critically use historical sources through analysis, 

synthesis and evaluation.  Studies within Ancient History will focus on an Ancient Society and a 

key person or event. Topics may include: Ancient Egyptian Society, Ancient Sparta, Ancient 

Rome, Akhenaten, Nero, Rameses II, Punic Wars, Peloponnesian Wars, Roman Civil Wars. 

Studies within Modern History will develop historical inquiry skills built across Years 7-9 

Humanities, with a particular focus on 1919 onwards. Modern History topics may include: Cold 

War, Pop Culture, World War II, The Environment Movement, and Australian Immigration. 
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15. Geo-Tourism: 
Geo-Tourism is a combined study of Geography and Tourism, which allows students to develop 

critical thinking skills and create a deeper understanding of the world around them. Geo-Tourism 

uses the ACARA Year 10 Geography syllabus with a heavy Tourism focus. It is tourism that 

sustains or enhances the geographical character of a given place, including its environment, 

culture, aesthetics, heritage and the well-being of local residents. Geo-Tourism highlights that 

tourism can be a positive force that benefits both travelers, local environments and economies.  

Students of Geo-Tourism will analyse the world through a tourism lens, with a view to gaining an 

understanding of their biophysical and built surroundings.  By undertaking a range of theoretical 

and practical learning experiences, they learn how they might enact change to promote 

sustainable tourism, locally and globally, and to improve physical and human environments 

around the world. Students will engage in a variety of case studies of real-world examples that 

exist in our world today. Included in this subject is a field trip to Stradbroke Island to investigate 

Eco-Tourism first-hand. Topics include: human wellbeing and development of nations, Eco-

Tourism and environmental change and management. 

 

16. Japanese: 
Students with an aptitude for language learning, are encouraged to further develop the skills they 

have already acquired. The study of Japanese at an intermediate (and more advanced) level will 

contribute to the student’s personal, educational, intellectual and cultural development. Further, 

language learning promotes clear and critical thinking, and clarity of expression all of which have 

important applications for other learning areas. Japanese at a Year 10 level is designed to build 

on the knowledge obtained in the Year 9 course whilst developing students’ listening, reading, 

speaking and writing skills through the study of a variety of topics which students should find 

interesting, challenging and relevant. 

 
17. Mathematics Extension: 
The Mathematics Extension course supports the Mathematical Methods course in preparing 

students for the study of Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics in Years 11 and 12. 

This course teaches students mathematical procedures such as those required to interpret, 

clarify and analyse in both life-related and abstract situations which will assist students to solve 

problems found in Physics, Chemistry, Economics, Biology, Mathematical Methods and 

Specialist Mathematics in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Mathematics Extension covers the content from the National Curriculum (10A) which is 

recommended for the study of Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics in Years 11 
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and 12. Students who do the subject provide themselves with the best possible foundation for 

further studies. This subject is designed to be taken in conjunction with Mathematical Methods. 

It is assumed that work covered in Mathematical Methods will be known before it is required in 

Mathematics Extension. 

 

18. Science: 
 

Studying Science contributes to a better understanding of the world around us – both the natural 

world and the world fashioned by humans. As such, Science helps equip students to critically 

evaluate the scientific issues that will confront them throughout their lives (e.g. medical 

developments, environmental issues). 

 

Science is designed to further develop and enhance student knowledge and performance in the 

strands of Science Understanding, Scientific Inquiry Skills and Science as a Human Endeavour. 

It covers the content from the National Curriculum, which is recommended for the study of any 

discipline of science in Years 11 and 12. Student exposure to advanced concepts in this course 

will help to build enhanced knowledge and skills for prospective Senior Biology, Physics and 

Chemistry courses. 

 
19. Science 21: 

 
Students must be enrolled in Science to enroll in this course. Science 21 is designed for those 

students who are strongly considering a science-related career and who may wish to study two 

or more disciplines of science in Senior. This subject will be chosen in addition to the Science 

elective to provide additional advanced opportunities for these students to develop their scientific 

knowledge and skills in preparation for transitioning into the General Senior subjects of Biology, 

Physics and Chemistry.  

 

There will be an extensive experimental component to Science 21 to help develop the skills 

required in the Senior Sciences. These include developing a research question, designing an 

experiment and analysing, interpreting and evaluating the data collected to draw scientific 

conclusions. 

 
20. Dance: 

 
The subject engages the mind, body and spirit, allowing students to explore their physical abilities 

whilst developing creative thinkers and reflective, independent learners.  Skills gained in this 
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subject are transferable across other key learning areas, in addition to being a highly valuable 

foundation for students wishing to pursue post-secondary Performing Arts studies.  

 
21. Drama: 
Year 10 Drama focuses on students expressing and communicating understandings about 

human issues and experience through the enactment of real and imagined events. While 

interacting in a range of roles, relationships, situations and contexts, students investigate 

feelings, actions and consequences. They develop confidence and self-awareness as they 

collaborate to prepare and present drama. This course is structured to accommodate and build 

the foundation for years 11 and 12.  

 
22. Music: 
In Year 10 Music, students will develop a broader understanding of music.  Students will continue 

to develop their musicianship skills through performing music, reading and writing music and 

aurally and visually responding to music. It is strongly recommended that students study their 

chosen instrument in private lessons and involved in an ensemble applicable to their specialty. 

It is preferable, though not essential, that students have studied Music in Year 9. Students who 

have not studied music in Year 9 will need to have some background in private instrumental 

music.  

 
23. Visual Art: 
Visual Art offers a diverse range of experiences of 

both Practical and Responding concentrating on 

aspects of the Australian Curriculum the Arts – 

Visual Arts.  In the Year 10 course, students will 

be involved in creative learning experiences in the 

following media areas:  2D Media: Drawing, 

Painting, Printmaking, Photography; 3D Media: Sculpture, Ceramics; Design: Graphic Design, 

Illustration; Time Based Media: Electronic Imaging, Computer Aided Multi Media. Year 10 Visual 

Art is a basic transition from Year 10 to Year 11 Visual Arts covering units of work that comprise 

areas of concepts, focuses and media. Students will become familiar with making and 

responding in each concept through the inquiry learning processes of researching, developing 

and resolving. Topics studied may include: Social Commentary; Inside/Outside; Metamorphosis; 

and From Ordinary to Extraordinary. Students will produce a visual response to each of these 

topics. They will use a range of media and skills including drawing, illustration, multimedia, 

photography, painting, sculpture, ceramics, design and print making. 
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Years 11 & 12 QCAA General Subjects 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. General Mathematics: 
General Mathematics’ major domains are 

Number and algebra, Measurement and 

geometry, Statistics, and Networks and 

matrices, building on the content of the P–

10 Australian Curriculum.  General 

Mathematics is designed for students who 

want to extend their mathematical skills 

beyond Year 10 but whose future studies 

or employment pathways do not require 

calculus.  

 

Students build on and develop key mathematical ideas, including rates and percentages, 

concepts from financial mathematics, linear and non-linear expressions, sequences, the use of 

matrices and networks to model and solve authentic problems, the use of trigonometry to find 

solutions to practical problems, and the exploration of real-world phenomena in statistics.  

 

Students engage in a practical approach that equips learners for their needs as future citizens. 

They learn to ask appropriate questions, map out pathways, reason about complex solutions, 

set up models and communicate in different forms. They experience the relevance of 

mathematics to their daily lives, communities, and cultural backgrounds. They develop the ability 

to understand, analyse and act regarding social issues in their world.  

 
Pathways  

A course of study in General Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in the fields of business, commerce, education, finance, IT, social science, and the 

arts.   
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2. Mathematical Methods: 
Mathematical Methods’ major domains are Algebra, Functions, relations and their graphs, 

Calculus and Statistics. Mathematical Methods enables students to see the connections 

between mathematics and other areas of the curriculum and apply their mathematical skills to 

real-world problems, becoming critical thinkers, innovators, and problem-solvers. Students learn 

topics that are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication, complexity, and 

connection, and build on algebra, functions and their graphs, and probability from the P–10 

Australian Curriculum. Calculus is essential for developing an understanding of the physical 

world. The domain Statistics is used to describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty 

and variation. Both are the basis for developing effective models of the world and solving 

complex and abstract mathematical problems.  

 

Students develop the ability to translate written, numerical, algebraic, symbolic, and graphical 

information from one representation to another. They make complex use of factual knowledge 

to successfully formulate, represent, and solve mathematical problems.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Mathematical Methods can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in the fields of natural and physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry), 

mathematics and science education, medical and health sciences (including human biology, 

biomedical science, nanoscience and forensics), engineering (including chemical, civil, electrical 

and mechanical engineering, avionics, communications and mining), computer science 

(including electronics and software design), psychology and business.  

 

3. Specialist Mathematics: 
Specialist Mathematics’ major domains are Vectors and matrices, Real and complex numbers, 

Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus. Specialist Mathematics is designed for students who 

develop confidence in their mathematical knowledge and ability and gain a positive view of 

themselves as mathematics learners. They will gain an appreciation of the true nature of 

mathematics, its beauty, and its power.  

 

Students learn topics that are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication, 

complexity, and connection, building on functions, calculus, statistics from Mathematical 

Methods, while vectors, complex numbers and matrices are introduced. Functions and calculus 

are essential for creating models of the physical world. Statistics are used to describe and 

analyse phenomena involving probability, uncertainty, and variation. Matrices, complex 
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numbers, and vectors are essential tools for explaining abstract or complex relationships that 

occur in scientific and technological endeavours. Student learning experiences range from 

practising essential mathematical routines to developing procedural fluency, through to 

investigating scenarios, modelling the real world, solving problems, and explaining reasoning.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Specialist Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in the fields of science, all branches of mathematics and statistics, computer 

science, medicine, engineering, finance, and economics.  

 

4. General English: 
English focuses on the study of both literary texts and non-literary texts, developing students as 

independent, innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of 

language, analyse perspectives and evidence, and challenge ideas and interpretations through 

the analysis and creation of varied texts.  

 

Students are offered opportunities to interpret and create texts for personal, cultural, social, and 

aesthetic purposes. They learn how language varies according to context, purpose and 

audience, content, modes, and mediums, and how to use it appropriately and effectively for a 

variety of purposes. Students have opportunities to engage with diverse texts to help them 

develop a sense of themselves, their world, and their place in it.  

 

Students communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of responding 

to and creating texts. They make choices about generic structures, language, textual features, 

and technologies for participating actively in literary analysis and the creation of texts in a range 

of modes, mediums, and forms, for a variety of purposes and audiences. They explore how 

literary and non-literary texts shape perceptions of the world and consider ways in which texts 

may reflect or challenge social and cultural ways of thinking and influence audiences.  

 

 Pathways  

A course of study in English promotes open- mindedness, imagination, critical awareness, and 

intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for 

lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts.  
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5. Literature: 
 

The subject Literature focuses on the 

study of literary texts, developing 

students as independent, innovative, 

and creative learners and thinkers 

who appreciate the aesthetic use of 

language, analyse perspectives and 

evidence, and challenge ideas and 

interpretations through the analysis 

and creation of varied literary texts. 

Students have opportunities to 

engage with language and texts through a range of teaching and learning experiences to foster 

the skills to communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of 

responding to and creating literary texts.  

 

Students develop the skills to make choices about generic structures, language, textual features, 

and technologies to participate actively in the dialogue and detail of literary analysis and the 

creation of imaginative texts. Literature aims to provide enjoyment and appreciation of literary 

texts and the aesthetic use of language, as well as encourages creative thinking and imagination 

by exploring how literary texts shape perceptions of the world. Students will critically explore 

ways in which literary texts may reflect or challenge social and cultural ways of thinking and 

influence audiences. Developing empathy for others and appreciation of different perspectives 

through studying a range of literary texts from diverse cultures and periods, including Australian 

texts by Aboriginal writers and/or Torres Strait Islander writers, is also a key focus of Literature.  

 
Pathways  

Literature is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school 

that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education, or work. A course of study in Literature 

promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness, and intellectual flexibility — skills 

that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a wide 

range of contexts.  
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6. Study of Religion: 
Study of Religion investigates religious traditions and how religion has influenced, and continues 

to influence, people’s lives. Students become aware of their own religious beliefs, the religious 

beliefs of others, and how people holding such beliefs are able to co-exist in a pluralist 

society. Students study the five major world religions of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 

and Buddhism: and Australian Aboriginal spiritualties and Torres Strait Islander religion and their 

influence on people, society, and culture. These are explored through sacred texts and religious 

writings that offer insights into life, and through the rituals that mark significant moments and 

events in the religion itself and the lives of adherents.  

 

Students develop a logical and critical approach to understanding the influence of religion, with 

judgments supported through valid and reasoned argument. They develop critical thinking skills, 

including those of analysis, reasoning, and evaluation, as well as communication skills that 

support further study and post-school participation in a wide range of fields. 

  

Pathways  

A course of study in Study of Religion can establish a basis for further education and employment 

in such fields as anthropology, the arts, education, journalism, politics, psychology, religious 

studies, sociology, and social work.  

 

7. Accounting: 
Accounting provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of the essential role 

of organising, analysing, and communicating financial data and information in the successful 

performance of any organisation. Students learn fundamental accounting concepts in order to 

understand accrual accounting and managerial and accounting controls, preparing internal 

financial reports, ratio analysis and interpretation of internal and external financial reports. They 

synthesise financial data and other information, evaluate accounting practices, solve authentic 

accounting problems, make decisions, and communicate recommendations.  

 

Students develop numerical, literacy, technical, financial, critical thinking, decision- making and 

problem-solving skills. They develop an understanding of the ethical attitudes and values 

required to participate effectively and responsibly in a changing business environment.    
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Pathways  

A course of study in Accounting can establish a basis for further education and employment in 

the fields of accounting, business, management, banking, finance, law, economics, and 

commerce.  

 

8. Business:  
Business provides opportunities for students to 

develop business knowledge and skills to 

contribute meaningfully to society, the workforce 

and the marketplace and prepares them as 

potential employees, employers, leaders, 

managers, and entrepreneurs. Students 

investigate the business life cycle, develop skills in examining business data and information and 

learn business concepts, theories, processes, and strategies relevant to leadership, 

management, and entrepreneurship. They investigate the influence of, and implications for, 

strategic development in the functional areas of finance, human resources, marketing, and 

operations.  

 

Students use a variety of technological, communication and analytical tools to comprehend, 

analyse, interpret, and synthesise business data and information. They engage with the dynamic 

business world (in both national and global contexts), the changing workforce and emerging 

digital technologies.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Business can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of business management, business development, entrepreneurship, business analytics, 

economics, business law, accounting and finance, international business, marketing, human 

resources management and business information systems.  

 

9. Economics: 
Economics encourages students to think deeply about the global challenges facing individuals, 

business, and government, including how to allocate and distribute scarce resources to 

maximise well-being. Students develop knowledge and cognitive skills to comprehend, apply 

analytical processes and use economic knowledge. They examine data and information to 

determine validity and consider economic policies from various perspectives. They use economic 

models and analytical tools to investigate and evaluate outcomes to draw conclusions.   



Senior Years Curriculum Handbook V.1 2020 
Learning through Determination, Enthusiasm & Creativity                                                 23  

Students study opportunity costs, economic models and the market forces of demand and 

supply. They dissect and interpret the complex nature of international economic relationships 

and the dynamics of Australia’s place in the global economy. They develop intellectual flexibility, 

digital literacy, and economic thinking skills.  

 

 Pathways  

A course of study in Economics can establish a basis for further education and employment in 

the fields of economics, econometrics, management, data analytics, business, accounting, 

finance, actuarial science, law, and political science.  

 

Economics is an excellent complement for students who want to solve real-world science or 

environmental problems and participate in government policy debates. It provides a competitive 

advantage for career options where students are aiming for management roles and developing 

their entrepreneurial skills to create business opportunities as agents of innovation.  

 

10. Ancient History: 
Ancient History provides opportunities for 

students to study people, societies, and 

civilisations of the past, from the development 

of the earliest human communities to the end of 

the Middle Ages. Students explore the 

interaction of societies, and the impact of 

individuals and groups on ancient events and 

ways of life and study the development of some 

features of modern society, such as social organisation, systems of law, governance, and 

religion. Students analyse and interpret archaeological and written evidence. They develop 

increasingly sophisticated skills and understandings of historical issues and problems by 

interrogating the surviving evidence of ancient sites, societies, individuals, and significant 

historical periods. They investigate the problematic nature of evidence, pose increasingly 

complex questions about the past and formulate reasoned responses.  

 

Students gain multi-disciplinary skills in analysing textual and visual sources, constructing 

arguments, challenging assumptions, and thinking both creatively and critically.  
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Pathways  

A course of study in Ancient History can establish a basis for further education and employment 

in the fields of archaeology, history, education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, 

politics, journalism, the media, health and social sciences, writing, academia and research.  

 

11.  Modern History: 
Modern History provides opportunities for students to gain historical knowledge and 

understanding about some of the main forces that have contributed to the development of the 

Modern World and to think historically and form a historical consciousness in relation to these 

same forces. Modern History enables students to empathise with others and make meaningful 

connections between the past, present and possible futures.  

 

Students learn that the past is contestable and tentative. Through inquiry into ideas, movements, 

national experiences, and international experiences they discover how the past consists of 

various perspectives and interpretations. Students gain a range of transferable skills that will 

help them become empathetic and critically literate citizens who are equipped to embrace a 

multicultural, pluralistic, inclusive, democratic, compassionate, and sustainable future.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Modern History can establish a basis for further education and employment 

in the fields of history, education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, politics, 

journalism, the media, writing, academia and strategic analysis.  

 

12. Geography: 
Geography focuses on the significance of ‘place’ and ‘space’ in understanding our world. 

Students engage in a range of learning experiences that develop their geographical skills and 

thinking through the exploration of geographical challenges and their effects on people, places, 

and the environment. Students investigate places in Australia and across the globe to observe 

and measure spatial, environmental, economic, political, social, and cultural factors. They 

interpret global concerns and challenges including responding to risk in hazard zones, planning 

sustainable places, managing land cover transformations, and planning for population change. 

They develop an understanding of the complexities involved in sustainable planning and 

management practices.  
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Students observe, gather, organise, analyse, and present data and information across a range 

of scales. They engage in real-world applications of geographical skills and thinking, including 

the collection and representation of data.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Geography can establish a basis for further education and employment in 

the fields of urban and environmental design, planning and management; biological and 

environmental science; conservation and land management; emergency response and hazard 

management; oceanography, surveying, global security, economics, business, law, engineering, 

architecture, information technology, and science.  

 

13. Legal Studies: 
Legal Studies focuses on the interaction between society and the discipline of law and explores 

the role and development of law in response to current issues. Students study the legal system 

and how it regulates activities and aims to protect the rights of individuals, while balancing these 

with obligations and responsibilities. Students study the foundations of law, the criminal justice 

process, and the civil justice system. They critically examine issues of governance, explore 

contemporary issues of law reform and change, and consider Australian and international human 

rights issues.  

 

Students develop skills of inquiry, critical thinking, problem-solving and reasoning to make 

informed and ethical decisions and recommendations. They identify and describe legal issues, 

explore information and data, analyse, evaluate to make decisions, or propose 

recommendations, and create responses that convey legal meaning. They question, explore, 

and discuss tensions between changing social values, justice, and equitable outcomes.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Legal Studies can establish a basis for further education and employment 

in the fields of law, law enforcement, criminology, justice studies and politics. The knowledge, 

skills and attitudes students gain are transferable to all discipline areas and post-schooling 

tertiary pathways. The research and analytical skills this course develops are universally valued 

in business, health, science, and engineering industries.  
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14. Design: 
Design focuses on the application of design thinking to envisage creative products, services, and 

environments in response to human needs, wants and opportunities. Designing is a complex 

and sophisticated form of problem-solving that uses divergent and convergent thinking strategies 

that can be practised and improved. Designers are separated from the constraints of production 

processes to allow them to appreciate and exploit new innovative ideas. Students learn how 

design has influenced the economic, social, and cultural environment in which they live. They 

understand the agency of humans in conceiving and imagining possible futures through design. 

Collaboration, teamwork, and communication are crucial skills needed to work in design teams 

and liaise with stakeholders. They learn the value of creativity and build resilience as they 

experience iterative design processes, where the best ideas may be the result of trial and error 

and a willingness to take risks and experiment with alternatives.  

 

Students learn about and experience design through exploring needs, wants and opportunities; 

developing ideas and design concepts; using drawing and low-fidelity prototyping skills; and 

evaluating ideas and design concepts. They communicate design proposals to suit different 

audiences.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Design can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of architecture, digital media design, fashion design, graphic design, industrial design, 

interior design, and landscape architecture.  

 

15. Food and Nutrition: 
Food & Nutrition is the study of food in the context of food science, nutrition, and food 

technologies, considering overarching concepts of waste management, sustainability, and food 

protection. Students explore the chemical and functional properties of nutrients to create food 

solutions that maintain the beneficial nutritive values. This knowledge is fundamental for 

continued development of a safe and sustainable food system that can produce high quality, 

nutritious solutions with an extended shelf life. Their studies of the food system include the 

sectors of production, processing, distribution, consumption, research, and development.  

 

Students actively engage in a food and nutrition problem-solving process to create food solutions 

that contribute positively to preferred personal, social, ethical, economic, environmental, legal, 

sustainable, and technological futures.  
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Pathways  

A course of study in Food & Nutrition can establish a basis for further education and employment 

in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and health.  

 

16. Health: 
Health provides students with a contextualised strengths-based inquiry of the various 

determinants that create and promote lifelong health, learning and active citizenship. Drawing 

from the health, behavioural, social, and physical sciences, the Health syllabus offers students 

an action, advocacy, and evaluation-oriented curriculum.  

 

Health uses an inquiry approach informed by the critical analysis of health information to 

investigate sustainable health change at personal, peer, family, and community levels. Students 

define and understand broad health topics, which they reframe into specific contextualised health 

issues for further investigation. Students plan, implement, evaluate, and reflect on action 

strategies that mediate, enable and advocate change through health promotion.  

 
Pathways  

y in Health can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of health 

science, public health, health education, allied health, nursing, and medical professions.  

 

17. Physical Education: 
Physical Education provides students with knowledge, understanding and skills to explore and 

enhance their own and others’ health and physical activity in diverse and changing contexts. 

Physical Education provides a philosophical and educative framework to promote deep learning 

in three dimensions: about, through and in physical activity contexts. Students optimise their 

engagement and performance in physical activity as they develop an understanding and 

appreciation of the interconnectedness of these dimensions.  

 

Students learn how body and movement concepts and the scientific bases of biophysical, 

sociocultural, and psychological concepts and principles are relevant to their engagement and 

performance in physical activity. They engage in a range of activities to develop movement 

sequences and movement strategies.  

 

Students learn experientially through three stages of an inquiry approach to make connections 

between the scientific bases and the physical activity contexts. They recognise and explain 

concepts and principles about and through movement and demonstrate and apply body and 
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movement concepts to movement sequences and movement strategies. Through their 

purposeful engagement in physical activities, students gather data to analyse, synthesise and 

devise strategies to optimise engagement and performance. They engage in reflective decision-

making as they evaluate and justify strategies to achieve a particular outcome.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Physical Education can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in the fields of exercise science, biomechanics, the allied health professions, 

psychology, teaching, sport journalism, sport marketing and management, sport promotion, sport 

development and coaching 

 

18. Biology: 
Biology provides opportunities for students to 

engage with living systems. Students develop 

their understanding of cells and multicellular 

organisms. They engage with the concept of 

maintaining the internal environment. They 

study biodiversity and the interconnectedness 

of life. This knowledge is linked with the 

concepts of heredity and the continuity of 

life. Students learn and apply aspects of the 

knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, problem-solving and research 

skills), understand how it works and how it may impact society. They develop their sense of 

wonder and curiosity about life; respect for all living things and the environment; understanding 

of biological systems, concepts, theories and models; appreciation of how biological knowledge 

has developed over time and continues to develop; a sense of how biological knowledge 

influences society.  

 

Students plan and carry out fieldwork, laboratory and other research investigations; interpret 

evidence; use sound, evidence- based arguments creatively and analytically when evaluating 

claims and applying biological knowledge; and communicate biological understanding, findings, 

arguments and conclusions using appropriate representations, modes and genres. 
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Pathways  

A course of study in Biology can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of medicine, forensics, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, 

environmental rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, conservation, and sustainability 

 

19. Chemistry: 
Chemistry is the study of materials and their properties and structure. Students study atomic 

theory, chemical bonding, and the structure and properties of elements and compounds. They 

explore intermolecular forces, gases, aqueous solutions, acidity, and rates of reaction. They 

study equilibrium processes and redox reactions. They explore organic chemistry, synthesis, and 

design to examine the characteristic chemical properties and chemical reactions displayed by 

different classes of organic compounds.  

 

Students develop their appreciation of chemistry and its usefulness; understanding of chemical 

theories, models, and chemical systems; expertise in conducting scientific investigations. They 

critically evaluate and debate scientific arguments and claims in order to solve problems and 

generate informed, responsible, and ethical conclusions, and communicate chemical 

understanding and findings through the use of appropriate representations, language, and 

nomenclature. Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline 

(thinking, experimentation, problem-solving and research skills), understand how it works and 

how it may impact society. 

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Chemistry can establish a basis for further education and employment in 

the fields of forensic science, environmental science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy, and 

sports science. 

 

20. Physics: 
Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings 

of the universe. Students learn about the fundamental concepts of thermodynamics, electricity, 

and nuclear processes; and about the concepts and theories that predict and describe the linear 

motion of objects. Further, they explore how scientists explain some phenomena using an 

understanding of waves. They engage with the concept of gravitational and electromagnetic 

fields, and the relevant forces associated with them.  
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They study modern physics theories and models that, despite being counterintuitive, are 

fundamental to our understanding of many common observable phenomena. Students develop 

appreciation of the contribution physics makes to society: understanding that diverse natural 

phenomena may be explained, analysed and predicted using concepts, models and theories that 

provide a reliable basis for action; and that natter and energy interact in physical systems across 

a range of scales. They understand how models and theories are refined, and new ones 

developed in physics; investigate phenomena and solve problems; collect and analyse data; and 

interpret evidence. Students use accurate and precise measurement, valid and reliable 

evidence, and scepticism and intellectual rigour to evaluate claims; and communicate physics 

understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using appropriate representations, modes, 

and genres. Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline 

(thinking, experimentation, problem-solving and research skills), understand how it works and 

how it may impact society.    

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Physics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of science, engineering, medicine, and technology.  

 

21. Japanese: 
Japanese provides students with the opportunity to reflect on their understanding of the 

Japanese language and the communities that use it, while also assisting in the effective 

negotiation of experiences and meaning across cultures and languages. Students participate in 

a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning, develop intercultural understanding, 

and become active participants in understanding and constructing written, spoken, and visual 

texts. Students communicate with people from Japanese-speaking communities to understand 

the purpose and nature of language and to gain understanding of linguistic structures. They 

acquire language in social and cultural settings and communicate across a range of contexts for 

a variety of purposes.  

 

Students experience and evaluate a range of different text types; reorganise their thinking to 

accommodate other linguistic and intercultural knowledge and textual conventions; and create 

texts for a range of contexts, purposes, and audiences.    

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Japanese can establish a basis for further education and employment in 

many professions and industries, particularly those where the knowledge of an additional 
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language and the intercultural understanding it encompasses could be of value, such as 

business, hospitality, law, science, technology, sociology and education.  

 

22. Dance: 
Dance fosters creative and expressive 

communication. It uses the body as an 

instrument for expression and 

communication of ideas. It provides 

opportunities for students to critically 

examine and reflect on their world 

through higher order thinking and 

movement. It encourages the holistic 

development of a person, providing a 

way of knowing about oneself, others, 

and the world. Students study dance in various genres and styles, embracing a variety of cultural, 

societal, and historical viewpoints integrating new technologies in all facets of the subject.  

 

Historical, current, and emerging dance practices, works and artists are explored in global 

contexts and Australian contexts, including the dance of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples. Students learn about dance as it is now and explore its origins across time and 

cultures. Students apply critical thinking and literacy skills to create, demonstrate, express, and 

reflect on meaning made through movement. Exploring dance through the lens of making and 

responding, students learn to pose and solve problems, and work independently and 

collaboratively. They develop aesthetic and kinaesthetic intelligence, and personal and social 

skills.  

 
Pathways  

A course of study in Dance can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

field of dance, and to broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions, including arts 

administration and management, communication, education, public relations, research, and 

science and technology 

 

23. Drama: 
Drama fosters creative and expressive communication. It interrogates the human experience by 

investigating, communicating, and embodying stories, experiences, emotions, and ideas that 
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reflect the human experience. It engages students in imaginative meaning-making processes 

and involves them using a range of artistic skills as they make and respond to dramatic works.  

Students experience, reflect on, understand, communicate, collaborate, and appreciate different 

perspectives of themselves, others, and the world in which they live. They learn about the 

dramatic languages and how these contribute to the creation, interpretation and critique of 

dramatic action and meaning for a range of purposes. They study a range of forms, styles, and 

their conventions in a variety of inherited traditions, current practice and emerging trends, 

including those from different cultures and contexts.  

 

Students learn how to engage with dramatic works as both artists and audience through the use 

of critical literacies. The study of drama develops students’ knowledge, skills and understanding 

in the making of and responding to dramatic works to help them realise their creative and 

expressive potential as individuals. Students learn to pose and solve problems and work 

independently and collaboratively.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Drama can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

field of drama, and to broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions, including arts 

administration and management, communication, education, public relations, research and 

science and technology. 

 

24. Music: 
Music fosters creative and expressive 

communication. It allows students to 

develop musicianship through making 

(composition and performance) and 

responding (musicology). Through 

composition, performance and 

musicology, students use and apply 

music elements and concepts. They 

apply their knowledge and 

understanding to convey meaning 

and/or emotion to an audience.  

 

Students use essential literacy skills to engage in a multimodal world. They demonstrate practical 

music skills and analyse and evaluate music in a variety of contexts, styles, and genres.  
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Pathways  

A course of study in Music can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of arts administration, communication, education, creative industries, public relations and 

science and technology.  

 

25. Visual Art: 
Visual Art provides students with opportunities to understand and appreciate the role of visual 

art in past and present traditions and cultures, as well as the contributions of contemporary visual 

artists and their aesthetic, historical and cultural influences. Students interact with artists, 

artworks, institutions, and communities to enrich their experiences and understandings of their 

own and others’ art practices. Students have opportunities to construct knowledge and 

communicate personal interpretations by working as both artist and audience. They use their 

imagination and creativity to innovatively solve problems and experiment with visual language 

and expression. Through an inquiry learning model, students develop critical and creative 

thinking skills.  

 

They create individualised responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, techniques, 

technologies, and art processes. In responding to artworks, students employ essential literacy 

skills to investigate artistic expression and critically analyse artworks in diverse contexts. They 

consider meaning, purposes and theoretical approaches when ascribing aesthetic value and 

challenging ideas.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Visual Art can establish a basis for further education and  

employment in the fields of arts practice, design, craft, and information technologies; broader 

areas in creative industries and cultural institutions; and diverse fields that use skills inherent in 

the subject, including advertising, arts administration and management, communication, design, 

education, galleries and museums, film and television, public relations, and science and 

technology 
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Years 11 & 12 QCAA Applied Subjects 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

1. Essential Mathematics: 

Essential Mathematics’ major domains are Number, Data, Location and time, Measurement and 

Finance. Essential Mathematics benefits students because they develop skills that go beyond 

the traditional ideas of numeracy. Students develop their conceptual understanding when they 

undertake tasks that require them to connect mathematical concepts, operations, and relations. 

They learn to recognise definitions, rules and facts from everyday mathematics and data, and to 

calculate using appropriate mathematical processes.  

 

Students interpret and use mathematics to make informed predictions and decisions about 

personal and financial priorities. This is achieved through an emphasis on estimation, problem-

solving and reasoning, which develops students into thinking citizens.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Essential Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in the fields of trade, industry, business, and community services. Students learn 

within a practical context related to general employment and successful participation in society, 

drawing on the mathematics used by various professional and industry groups.  

 
2. Essential English: 

Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, literature, and 

literacy to enable them to interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community 

and social contexts. Students recognise language and texts as relevant in their lives now and in 

the future and learn to understand, accept, or challenge the values and attitudes in these texts.  

 

Students engage with language and texts to foster skills to communicate confidently and 

effectively in Standard Australian English in a variety of contemporary contexts and social 

situations, including every day, social, community, further education, and work- related contexts. 

They choose generic structures, language, language features and technologies to best convey 

meaning. They develop skills to read for meaning and purpose, and to use, critique and 

appreciate a range of contemporary literary and non- literary texts.  
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Students use language effectively to produce texts for a variety of purposes and audiences and 

engage creative and imaginative thinking to explore their own world and the worlds of others. 

They actively and critically interact with a range of texts, developing an awareness of how the 

language they engage with positions them and others.  

 

 Pathways  

A course of study in Essential English promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical 

awareness, and intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students for local and global 

citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts 

 

3. Religion and Ethics: 

Religion & Ethics focuses on the personal, relational, and spiritual perspectives of human 

experience. Students investigate and critically reflect on the role and function of religion and 

ethics in society. Students investigate topics such as the meaning of life, spirituality, purpose 

and destiny, life choices, moral and ethical issues and justice and explore how these are dealt 

with in various religious, spiritual, and ethical traditions. They examine how personal beliefs, 

values and spiritual identity are shaped and influenced by factors such as family, culture, gender, 

race, class, and economic issues. Students gain knowledge and understanding and develop the 

ability to think critically and communicate concepts relevant to their lives and the world in which 

they live.  

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Religion & Ethics can establish a basis for further education and employment 

in any field. Students gain skills and attitudes that contribute to lifelong learning and the basis for 

engaging with others in diverse settings 

 

4. Tourism: 

Tourism studies enable students to gain an appreciation of the role of the tourism industry and 

the structure, scope, and operation of the related tourism sectors of travel, hospitality, and visitor 

services. Students examine the socio-cultural, environmental, and economic aspects of tourism, 

as well as tourism opportunities, problems, and issues across global, national, and local 

contexts.  
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Students develop and apply tourism-related knowledge and understanding through learning 

experiences and assessment in which they plan projects, analyse issues and opportunities, and 

evaluate concepts and information.   

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Tourism can establish a basis for further education and employment in 

businesses and industries such as tourist attractions, cruising, gaming, government and industry 

organisations, meeting and events coordination, caravan parks, marketing, museums and 

galleries, tour operations, wineries, cultural liaison, tourism and leisure industry 

development, transport and travel 

 

5. Industrial Technology Skills: 

Industrial Technology Skills focuses on 

the practices and processes required to 

manufacture products in a variety of 

industries. Students understand 

industry practices; interpret 

specifications, including technical 

information and drawings; demonstrate 

and apply safe, practical production 

processes with hand/power tools and machinery; communicate using oral, written and graphical 

modes; organise, calculate and plan production processes; and evaluate the products they 

create using predefined specifications.  

 

Students develop transferable skills by engaging in manufacturing tasks that relate to business 

and industry, and that promote adaptable, competent, self-motivated, and safe individuals who 

can work with colleagues to solve problems and complete practical work.    

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Industrial Technology Skills can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in manufacturing industries. Employment opportunities may be found in the industry 

areas of aero skills, automotive, building and construction, engineering, furnishing, industrial 

graphics and plastics.  
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6. Information and Communication Technology: 

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) focuses on the knowledge, understanding and 

skills related to engagement with information and communication technology through a variety 

of elective contexts derived from work, study, and leisure environments of today. Students are 

equipped with knowledge of current and emerging hardware and software combinations, an 

understanding of how to apply them in real-world contexts and the skills to use them to solve 

technical and/or creative problems. They develop knowledge, understanding and skills across 

multiple platforms and operating systems, and are ethical and responsible users and advocates 

of ICT, aware of the social, environmental, and legal impacts of their actions. Students apply 

their knowledge of ICT to produce solutions to simulated problems referenced to business, 

industry, government, education, and leisure contexts.    

 

Pathways  

A course of study in Information and Communication Technology can establish a basis for further 

education and employment in many fields, especially the fields of ICT operations, help desk, 

sales support, digital media support, office administration, records and data management, and 

call centres.  

 

7. Fashion: 

Fashion explores what underpins fashion culture, technology, and design. Students use their 

imaginations to create, innovate and express themselves and their ideas, and to design and 

produce design solutions in a range of fashion contexts. Students learn to appreciate the design 

aesthetics of others while developing their own personal style and aesthetic. They explore 

contemporary and historical fashion culture; learn to identify, understand, and interpret fashion 

trends; and examine how the needs of different markets are met.  

 

Students engage in a design process to plan, generate and produce fashion items. They 

investigate textiles and materials and their characteristics and how these qualities impact on their 

end use. They experiment with combining textiles and materials and how to make and justify 

aesthetic choices. They investigate fashion merchandising and marketing, the visual literacies 

of fashion and become discerning consumers of fashion while appraising and critiquing fashion 

items and trends as well as their own products.    
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Pathways  

A course of study in Fashion can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 

fields of design, personal styling, costume design, production manufacture, merchandising, and 

retail.  

 

8. Visual Art in Practice: 

Visual Arts in Practice foregrounds the role visual arts plays in the community and how students 

may become involved in community arts activities. This subject focuses on students engaging in 

art making processes and making virtual or physical visual artworks for a purpose. This occurs 

in two to four of the following areas — 2D, 3D, digital and 4D, design, and craft. Students may 

create images, objects, environments or events to communicate aesthetic meaning. The 

aesthetic meaning will be conveyed in response to a particular purpose and for an audience. 

While this will always be personal, the student may also be asked to consider, use or appropriate 

aesthetic qualities from various sources, cultures, times and places. Students’ perspectives and 

visual literacies are shaped by these aesthetic considerations when creating communications 

and artworks.  

   

Pathways  

A course of study in Visual Arts in Practice can establish a basis for further education and 

employment in fields of design, styling, decorating, illustrating, drafting, visual merchandising, 

makeup artistry, advertising, game design, photography, animation or ceramics.  
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Years 11 & 12 Stand-Alone VET Subjects 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

1. Certificate I in Construction: 

The Certificate I in Construction provides the students with the opportunity to experience the 

construction industry, its culture, occupations, job roles and workplace expectations. The units 

of competency cover essential work health and safety requirements, the industrial and work 

organisation structure, communication skills, work planning, and basic use of tools and materials. 

The qualification is built around a basic construction project unit that integrates the skills and 

embeds the facets of employability skills in context.    

 

Competency can only be achieved by students practicing and demonstrating tasks on a number 

of occasions over a period of time, assessment is carried out over the full term of the training, 

not on the completion of one task. This allows our trainers to monitor the training needs of 

individuals closely and discuss with them what they are required to do to work toward 

competency.  

  

Pathways  

Students who complete this qualification may go on to study further in an Apprenticeship within 

the Building Construction industry.  

 

2. Certificate II in Engineering Pathways: 

This qualification is intended for people interested in exposure to an engineering or related 

working environment with a view to entering into employment in that area. This qualification will 

equip graduates with knowledge and skills which will enhance their prospects of employment in 

an engineering or related working environment.    

 

Competency can only be achieved by students practicing and demonstrating tasks on a number 

of occasions over a period of time, assessment is carried out over the full term of the training, 

not on the completion of one task. This allows our trainers to monitor the training needs of 

individuals closely and discuss with them what they are required to do to work toward 

competency.  

 



Senior Years Curriculum Handbook V.1 2020 
Learning through Determination, Enthusiasm & Creativity                                                 40  

Pathways  

Students who complete this qualification may go on to study further in an Apprenticeship within 

the Engineering/ Metal trades, for example but not limited to: 

  

• Boilermaker/Welder  

• Metal Fabricator  

• Mechanical Fitter  

• Sheet Metal Fabricator  

 

3. Certificate III in Hospitality: 

This course is a realistic and exciting choice for senior students as a part of the Vocational 

Education options. This certificate course provides senior students with the skills and knowledge 

for an individual to be competent in a range of activities and functions requiring basic operational 

knowledge and limited practical skills in a defined context. Work will be undertaken in various 

hospitality settings such as restaurants, catering operations, clubs, pubs, cafes, and coffee 

shops. Individuals may work with some autonomy or in a team but usually under close 

supervision.  

 

Pathways    
This qualification provides a pathway to work in various hospitality settings, such as restaurants, 

hotels, motels, catering operations, clubs, pubs, cafés, and coffee shops.  

 

4. Certificate III in Business: 

Binnacle’s Certificate III in Business ‘Business in Schools’ program is offered as a senior subject 

where students learn what it takes to become a Business Professional. Students achieve skills 

in leadership, innovation, customer service, personal management, and financial 

literacy – incorporating the delivery of a range of projects and services within their school 

community. Micro business opportunities are also explored.  

 

Pathways  

The Certificate III in Business will be used by students seeking to enter the Business Services 

industries and/or pursuing further tertiary pathways (e.g. Certificate IV, Diploma and Bachelor of 

Business).  
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For example:  

• Business Owner  

• Business Manager  

• Customer Service Manager  

 

5. Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care: 

Through the CHC30113 Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care, you will be 

introduced to working in the field of early childhood and provide education and care to children 

in a range of services. You can help plan and deliver educational programs that focus on 

supporting children's wellbeing, learning and development. It is the minimum qualification to gain 

employment in ACECQA approved early childhood services and often the qualification studied 

for those wanting to begin their career in early childhood education. 

Pathways 

On completion of this qualification, you can gain credit (between 11-13 units) into the CHC50113 

Diploma of Early Childhood Education and Care (28 units in total) to continue your education 

career. This will shorten the duration of your Diploma course and also reduce the fees. Students 

may also continue study at University for an Early years teaching degree.   

 

6. Certificate III in Fitness: 

Binnacle’s Certificate III in Fitness ‘Fitness in 

Schools’ program is offered as a senior 

subject where students deliver a range of 

fitness programs and services to clients 

within their school community.  

 

Pathways  

The Certificate III in Fitness will predominantly be used by students seeking to enter the fitness 

industry and/or as an alternative entry into University. For example:  

 

• Exercise Physiologist  

• Teacher – Physical Education  

• Sport Scientist  

  

https://www.accco.com.au/courses/early-childhood-education-and-care/chc50113/
https://www.accco.com.au/courses/early-childhood-education-and-care/chc50113/
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