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P&F President Report – 2020 

 

It has been said many times throughout this year about how extraordinary and challenging 

2020 has been. To start the year we saw unprecedented bushfires destroy thousands of 

hectares of precious land and kill millions of our wild animals as well as the tragic loss of 

human lives. Who would have thought after such a devastating start to the year, that it could 

get any worse and yet then we were hit with a worldwide pandemic. While Australia was still 

recovering from the bushfires, COVID-19 was spreading like wildfire infecting millions of 

people worldwide and sadly a rising death toll. Restrictions were put in place and lockdowns 

across Australia were implemented to reduce the risk. 

For our Carmel College community the pandemic saw our students home school for a short 

period in term two. This was an extremely challenging time for students and many parents and 

carers who were also trying to work from home. Sadly, the lockdown also meant that many in 

our community were adversely impacted and many have experienced significant financial 

hardship, some even losing their jobs. 

Throughout this time the Carmel College Care and Concern program was ready and available 

to parents, but many are still unaware of this support that is easily accessible. The P&F will 

strive to increase awareness of the program that has been established to help families in a 

real and practical way through financial assistance and support when families need it most. I 

encourage any families that have been impacted by the coronavirus to get in touch with the 

care and concern group through Joshua Laidler. 

Many activities were postponed or cancelled this year, so the P&F have not provided as much 

financial support to students as in previous years. However we have now developed a 

framework to make it easier in future for students to access financial support to assist with 

costs associated with various sporting or other curricular activities. 

The P&F want to thank the principal, teaching and support staff who have worked extremely 

hard this year under such challenging circumstances. Your ongoing commitment to provide a 

positive and supportive learning environment are greatly appreciated. I have no doubt after 

schooling from home that a number of parents and carers are even more appreciative of the 

work you do. 

I want to thank the 2020 executive committee Ben Cribb (vice president), Melanie Meredith 

(Treasurer) and Nicole Fitini (Secretary) for their continued dedication and enthusiasm which 

enables the P&F to run so efficiently. The support of the executive helps to nurture a positive 

and productive partnership with the college. 
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I would also like to thank some equally committed parents who make the time to regularly 

attend meetings to provide feedback on a range of projects and topics. Together this year we 

have developed a number of policies and procedures to help raise awareness and the 

effectiveness of the P&F. Family involvement and engagement is a key feature of catholic 

schools and evidence shows those students whose parents are actively involved in their 

school have better outcomes. 

Finally, the P&F congratulate our 2020 year 12 graduating students. This cohort of students 

have experienced much adversity throughout their schooling years, including being the first 

full cohort of prep students, the first year 7s in high school and are now the first cohort to 

experience the new ATAR ranking system. With that in mind and the fact that 2020 has been 

a very difficult and challenging year, it is a significant achievement that this group of students 

have prevailed and finally completed their schooling.  

These extraordinary circumstances has helped to build strength and resilience that will help 

these young adults move on to the next stage of their lives. We trust their time at Carmel 

College has been memorable and their experience has helped build a solid foundation to lead 

them in a positive direction for the future. Be kind and gracious to those whom you meet on 

your journey and don’t be afraid to continue to ‘Let your light shine’. 

 

Bernadette Systa 

President 

Carmel College P&F 

 


